Early Voyages
later confused the issue with improbable mileage, so that the
island of Icarus has been placed far down to tie south.
Pliny's distances are so misleading for other neighbouring
places, and he speaks so palpably vaguely from hearsay
that one is justified in preferring the older testimony, and
in looking somewhere on Failichah for the Greek forgotten
temples by the sea.
One should go there in March in a year when rain has
fallen so that, in thek shallow hollows, the sparse corn-
fields are green. The seed has come from Persia, for the
blue Persian lily springs up in it, and sheaves of the red
gladiolus. On open sandy bents small iris grow, straight
between thek curved leaves like heraldic fieur-de-luce.
Prickly borage and pale convolvulus flowers creep over the
poorest soil, where shells and mother-of-pearl lie stranded
in recent visits of the sea. The island, low and sandy,
is born like Aphrodite of the waters and runs to shallow
headlands half submerged: the people's fish-traps, screens
of reeds built into heart-shaped enclosures with an opening
landwards, stand far out and show the litde depth of these
scarce shelving shores. Fishing boats pass fey in open
water, and the curved line that holds thek sail, delicate
and tapering as the stroke of a Chinese pen, slants across
the straightness of the horizon. Except for one or two
sidr or nebk trees, one or two palms enclosed in crumbling